
When Russell Heard, owner of
Heard Woodworking, first walked
into a quaint Westfield colonial that
needed some TLC, he immediately
saw the potential. He told the home-
owner that he could make it "sing,"
and, well, now it's a veritable opera.
Working closely with interior
designer Kingsley Belcher Knauss
of KBK Interior Design and the
homeowner, Heard listened to the
rhythms of the house, building cab-
inetry and installing moldings that
reflected the time period in which it
was built—all with an eye toward
the needs of a young family.
The kitchen is simply magnificent.

Cream-colored cabinets and con-
trasting granite make it a warm and
welcoming space, truly the heart of
the home. The rich tile backsplash
adds a touch of color and blends
effortlessly into the design. Heard's
team constructed all of the cabinets
in his Chatham workshop, even cre-
ating a specially designed door pro-
file, and applied custom finishes to
give the room a sophisticated coun-
try charm. To perfect the cabinetry
finish—both color and texture—
samples were reworked several
times until the look and feel was
just right.

And while many people think that
building a custom kitchen is twice
the price of pre-made cabinetry,
that's not necessarily the case.
Heard, for example, is able to keep
prices down since he doesn't have
the overhead of a showroom and
there's no middleman marking up
the price of the cabinets. In addi-
tion, custom cabinetry allows the
homeowners to incorporate details
that can't be achieved with stock
cabinets.
Those details are clearly evident in

the Westfield home. An alcove that
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The entertainment center,
which features speaker fabric
on the doors, was designed
to fit the television and 
electronic components.

The rich tile backsplash accentuates
the handmade cabinetry creating a

sophisticated country look.



houses the five-gallon water dispenser was
custom designed to fit the space and was
put on rollers to make it easy for the home-
owner to pull it out when changing bottles.
An exquisite desk in the kitchen area was
built to match the cabinetry. Even the wood
radiator covers are unobtrusive and feel
like they've always been a part of the home.

The homeowner remarked that she was
delighted to learn that Heard's custom cab-
inetry price also included all of the bells
and whistles associated with the project,
including top-quality wood drawers and
drawer slides, plus every exposed cabinet
end has a panel incorporated into it. She is
particularly happy with the deep drawers
that are a result of the custom design.
In the family room, a cabinet was built for

the television and electronic components,
complete with vents for the equipment and
speaker fabric on the doors. This impres-
sive piece is the focal point of the room and
is both functional and beautifully designed,
harkening back to a time when all furniture
was created by hand.

Upstairs in the daughter's bedroom, an
enchanting bed was created, with surround-
ing cabinetry fit for a princess. The striking
structure looks like a plush window seat
that serves as a bed, offering lovely views
of the yard and an ideal nook for a young
child to read or daydream. The shelves are
the perfect spot for storing books and dis-
playing knickknacks, while the drawers
provide much-needed space for clothes.
The entire structure is built around the roof
line, which cut into the room, a benefit of
working with made-to-order furniture.

"Our job is to fit the pieces into the space
they have," Heard said. "We aim to tie all of
the details together—the structure of the
house and the final component—to make a
seamless product that looks like it's always
been there."

Custom woodwork in the laundry room makes it easy to organize and fold clothing, as well as
store supplies.

An alcove in the butler's pantry was custom built to house the five-gallon water dispenser and
fitted with rollers to make changing bottles a breeze.

Heard's Chatham workshop is currently
staffed by craftsmen from Poland who are
well-skilled in the art of woodworking. In
fact, some of his workers' families have been
artisans for generations and have passed
along the age-old traditions of fine furniture
making.

Today, custom woodworking is growing in
popularity as more and more consumers are
investing in their homes and want pieces that
reflect their personal style and meet their
family needs. Heard explained that in the
past, homeowners would buy televisions to
fit their TV cabinets, while today, entertain-
ment centers are built to house plasma televi-
sions and components. Other trends include
elaborate closet systems, kitchen cabinetry
with special glazed finishes and rubbed-
through stains, even garage storage units
built to accommodate the space. In addition,
he has worked on lavish home movie theaters
created around projection screens that are
made to look like actual theaters, complete
with Gothic-style columns, as well as home
offices, home libraries, bathroom vanities,
and commercial spaces.

And the process of working with a custom
woodworker doesn't have to be complicated.
Heard creates a three-dimensional photo ren-
dering of the space after meeting with a
client. This image is extremely helpful for
anyone trying to visualize a kitchen design or
intricate project as you can see how all of the
pieces fit in the room.
At the Westfield house, the homeowner said

that Heard was able to take the design and
articulate it in wood. Clearly, he hit all of the
right notes, making this colonial gem "sing"
a lovely song, indeed.
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The daughter's bedroom is a storybook setting—a window seat bed, plus plenty of drawers for storage and shelves for toys
and books.


